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Effects of online communication on relationships
Introduction
Human beings are by nature social beings and are characterized by the affinity for interacting with other human beings (Wright & Webb, 2011). As such, apart from having food, shelter, and clothing as the necessities of life, communication with other beings have also been categorized as an essential component of human existence (Wright & Webb, 2011). According to Attrill (2015), previous studies indicate that it is rare to find a man who does not interact with his fellows and is happy. This essay, therefore, intends to explore the concept of communication and after that carry out a critical examination of its effects on relationships.
Discussion
Understanding of the concept of online communication would be easier based on awareness of the fact that before the emergence of electronic media there only existed two kinds of communication namely verbal and non-verbal. Online communication would be scrutinized from the point of development of the World Wide Web which has introduced numerous ways in which people can communicate with each other (Attrill, 2015). In Mansell (2015) defines online communication as the manner in which people and computers communicate with each other via a computer network as well as the internet. Currents trends indicate that most people prefer the use of online communication as compared to the traditional forms of communication (Wright & Webb, 2011).  This is attributed to the many advantages that online communication come with such as the flexibility in that one can communicate with anyone in the in any part of the world. As a result, there has been recorded the effect of online communication on relationships in a positive and negative sense (Attrill, 2015). Below is a discussion of these effects.

Positive effects of online communication on relationships
Gamble & Gamble (2013) provide that online communication presents the users with the benefit of controlling the presentation. In this sense, the user has the discretion to choose what to reveal about them and what not to reveal. This would be successfully done without any clues being given away such as dress code or appearance. Additionally, online communication platforms do not expose individual differences as much since people are only identified as member5s of a certain group. People are therefore able to express their personality in ways that were not possible in the past such as the use of emoticons (Wright & Webb, 2011).  
Negative effects of online communication
Over time, observation indicates that online devices such as cell phones and their associated activities have proved to be sources of distraction especially when people are behind wheels, the distractions have also been reported in homes and offices where the incoming messages draw the attention of the users from important matters (Attrill, 2015).  Gamble & Gamble (2013) state that online communication reduces a person to a screen name hence increasing the tendency of people hiding their genuine identities. The online platform has also led to social isolation where strong social connections are replaced leading to people having large numbers of friends among who very few are genuine.  Online communication has also proved to present privacy issues where messages passed across could be easily accessed by merely logging into one's account (In Mansell, 2015). 
Conclusion
Through the exploration of the positive and negative effects of online communication, a determination is made that as much communication is compromised in some ways, to a greater extent communication has been improved in a way that performance in various sectors has been enhanced life has been made easier and more interesting.
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